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The St Albans Psalter, which 15 owned by St Godehard’s Church, Hıldesheim,
and whose scholarly HSE 15 regulated by the Dombibliothek Hıldesheim 15 OLLC of the
finest examples ot Englısh Romanesque Ahar It also contaıns the Alexiuslied which 15
the earliest SUFVIVINg example ot French liıterature. Lastly It 15 connected historically

Christina ot Markyate, hermitess lıyvıng ( E ÖT Albans ın the early part of the
twelfth CENTLUFY. Christina, a1ıded by monk trom the abbey, collaborated 1n the
production ot herz bıography, remarkable and vivıd document which
the dramatıc Events of her ıte everal episodes ın her ıfe Call be connected wıth the
psalter. These features alone make the manuscrıpt worthy ot full publiıcation, but Its
physıcal CIrcumstances ANHS also consıderation. As it 15 OIlC ot the E21SHTEeS
ot the diocese, us«e of the manuscrıpt 15 VCIY restricted and MUST take place under
close superv1ısıon 1ın the readıng 1 OOI of the Dombibliothek. And of COUISC, tor
Englısh an Amerıcan scholars, it 15 also long WdY travel.

Al these 1C4ASOINS made the Psalter the obvious candıdate tor prest1g10us
academıiıc award. The Arts and umanıtıes Research Board of Great Brıtain DPrOVI-
des "resource enhancement) scheme, make TATE SOUICEC mater1a|l INOTIC

easıly avaılable the general publıc, and the Öt Albans Psalter proJect WO ’  b}
wıth addıtional funds from Aberdeen Unıiversıity, be digıitised and Put the web
Permıissıon proceed W as kındly provıded by Pastor Henze and the parısh
communıty AL St Godehard’s. AIl along, the kındly help and cooperatıon from the
Dombibliothek enabled the work make

Aberdeen Unıiversıty had previously undertaken sımılar manuscrıpt web
projects, notably wıth the Aberdeen Bestiary (www.abdn.ac.uk/bestiary) the
expertise W as avaılable L the much INOTEC ambitious proJect wiıth the psalter. 1t
W as decıded that Dr. Ulrich Napp, ATı hıstorian and photographer, wh W as

already famıliar wıth handlıng the psalter, would photograph the entıre book (418
pages) 1n large tormat Ektachrome tiılm ın the Dombibliothek and then hıs images
would be canned al hıgh resolution. Once the dıgıtal ımages could be distrıbuted,
the team ZOoL work Dr Krıistine Haney from Massachusetts Unıiversıity
transcribed the Latın psalm ([exTt Dr Sue Nıebrzydowskı trom Warwick Universıity
transcribed the complicated calendar and the rest ot the LKatın, and then translated
the entıre Latın 1Into Englısh. Dr Margaret Jubb trom Aberdeen Unıiversıty
transcrıbed and translated the Alexiuslied. Dr Jane Geddes, from Aberdeen
Unıiversıty, proJect director, provıded Oommentar the images, an CSSaVS about
the manuscrıpt. Lastly, Dr Gundula harman from Aberdeen Unıiversıity, translated
the entire sıte (apart trom the CSSAYS) 1nto (Gserman. As result, thıs manuscrıpt 15
equally accessıible both German and Englısh readers.

classıc monograph, The ST Albans Psalter W as wrıtten ın 1960 by (Itto Pächt,
Francıs Wormald and Charles Dodwell. hıs book provıded complete set of the
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Albanı-Psalter (Psalter der Christina VO  a Markyate).a auf Pergament, 209
(418 > mi1t gyanzseıtıgen Mınıuaturen, 211 Inıtialen 1ın Deckfarbenmalereı un: tarbıg
lavıerten Federzeichnungen, entstanden in S1 Albans/ England. Dombibliohek
Hıldesheim, HS St God
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images ın black and whıiıte, anı verYy earned discussıon, partiıcularly about the
1conographiıc OUICCS and calendar. However, 1t W as being produced AT the S”dIlLlC time
4S the first edition of Christina’s Life, (The Life of Christina of Markyate, ed
C.H.Talbot, 1959 N edition the authors WCIC NOT tully of the
detailed connectlons between the LW: works. Also, tor book whose astoundıngbeauty derives sıgnıfıcantly ftrom the UuUS«Cc of colour, a K technology W asS needed
deliver thıs better standard than the old photos. The present study a1mMs take
full advantage both the meanıng and Uus«cC of colour, an the connectl1ons wıth
Christina.

For example, colour emphasıises the wrıting of the so-called Scribe 3, wh
INa V be ıdentified wıth Abbot Geoffrey ot ST Albans hımself. He W as tormer
school Master wh had scandalously intımate relationship wıth Christina an
commıssıoned the book Scribe contributes much which the hand ot

ardent teacher, an the authorıty ot OINCONEC wh Call over-rule the fine designof the LEXE Hıs wrıtıng 15 ın vivıd alternating colours ot ink, clamouringtor attention. He wrıtes equally 1n French an Eatın. composıng 45 ell 4S

copyıng, provıdıng parallel 1ın both languages ASsIıst struggling reader. Hıs
ımpassıoned introduction the psalms, hıntıng AT the malicıous ZOSS1IP about hıs
relationship, the beautifully planned Irontispiece 1nto crowded INness In the
later section ot the psalms, he asks the artıst TAaW attention hıs handwriting:the busy characters who iınhabıt the inıtıals poıint trantically hıs OW. lettering.Scribe also remınds the viewer, that looking AT pıctures 15 zo0od WaYy for the
ıllıterate understand scrıpture. Christina INa Y NOLT 2Ve read the book much Its

ATC still pristine. She W 9asSs tamed embroiderer and OINCONC stiıtched lıttle siılk
curtaıns pProtect INallıy of the images. However, the embroiderer did NOT CD that
the stitches and curtaıns covered the wrıtıng, makıng everal psalms ımpossıbleread powertul aASPECL of the 1conography 15 the WdY 1ın which It 15 taılored for

sıngle female reader. For instance, the ımages of the Lite of Christ cycleemphasise the ımportance ot EN. Mary A the AÄAnnuncıatıon holds book OPCILher lap, ın the Samne WaY Christina about herself. The E the
Massacre of the Innocents tıght back agaınst the soldiers, ON ot the earliest
examples of female defiance. Christina MOST of her early tıghting back
agaınst the physıcal onslaughts of HG1 The Passıon 15 partiıcularly poı1gnant. It
begins wıth Mary Magdalene washıng Christ’s feet and ends wıth her announcıngthe Resurrection the Apostles. In the CCHTLTE, the aSt Supper becomes merelydisastrous men’s meal where Judas’ betrayal and Peter’s deni1al begın. The sacred
MOMeEeNT representing the Eucharıist instead takes place 1n the Garden of
Gesthemane, where Christ 15 alone wıth the chalıce, 1n the SAdIlle WaYy that
anchoress would be alone.

Thıs proJect has already stimulated INOIC research 1Nto the subject. multi-
disciplinary conterence W as recently held AT ST Albans Abbey where, both the
manuscrıpt an Christina WEeICcC placed under the SPOL lıght. book of CSSaV S ftrom
the conference, edited by Henrietta Leyser an Samule Fanous (published byRoutledge) 15 due ın 2004 It 15 hoped that the German versıon ot the sıte 111
stimulate 11C interest scholars 1n Germany who, atter all, produced the first
maJor publications the book, namely Müller, Vatke the Alexiuslied,
Adolf Goldschmidt, and Otto Pächt
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